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A N ews lett er for th e
GRAND VALLE Y
STATE UN I VERS I TY

Community
Volume 22 , Numbe r 19

Monday, December 8, 1997

Grand Valley Awarded Grants
For Health-Care Safety, Minority Education
Grand Va lley recently received two
grants. One, for $35,000 from the
Michiga n Occupational Safety and
Hea lth Administration (MIOSHA), was
awarded to the Occupational Safety
and Hea lth Program. The Math and
Science Department, as part of an
educators' alliance, was granted a
Dw ight D. Eisenhower Higher
Education Professio nal Developme nt
Grant totaling $87,000.
The MIOSHA grant, which is
concerned w ith exposure to infectio us
diseases, involves creating training
mate rials and ho lding training sessions for superviso1y nursing and
custodial staff at hospitals and other
health-care facilities in Kent and
Ottawa counties . Training w ill also be
given to Grand Valley students in the
Nursing, Occupational Therapy,
Physica l Therapy, and Physician
Assistant Studies programs.

to recruit mino rity math and science
teachers for the Gra nd Rapids Public
Schoo ls.
"Our program is designed to
promote the teaching of math and
science, to he lp Community College
students foc us on math and science
courses they need to be better teachers," explains Charlene Beckmann , an
associate professor of Math and Statistics at GVSU and co-director of the West
Michigan Al liance.
Each pa rt of the alliance has specific
roles in the program. The Grand Rapids
Public Schools w ill recruit its stude nts
for programs at GRCC and GVSU. GRCC
w ill help define a program to identify

and guide transfer students inte rested in
becoming math and science teachers.
GVSU w ill work to help science and
math ed ucatio n majors to be bette r
teachers of minority students.
The Gra nd Rapids Public Schools
will also provide foc us schools, whe re
college stude nts working towa rds
careers as math and science teachers
could gain experience teaching math
and science to classrooms of mostl y
minority stude nts. GVSU's Philanthropy
Center already granted $6,000 for a pilo t
focus school in Muskegon High School.
In additio n to the Eisenhower gra nt,
GVSU has committed $35,000 of
support for the program.

A Little Clowning Around at Holiday Party

Directors of these hea lth programs
will fo rm an advisory board for the
project. Actual training will be given
by faculty members in the Occupational Safety and Health Program.
Director Eric Van Fleet anticipates
tra ining materials w ill be ready by
Janua1y, with training sessions
completed by the summer of 1998.
The Eisenhower grant, which will
go to an alliance of west Michigan
educa to rs that includes GVSU,
sup ports the attempt to "home grow"
math and science teachers in the area.
A committee made up of representatives of the Grand Valley Math and
Scie nce Department and Office of
Minority Affairs, the Grand Rapids
Community College Math and Science
Divisio n, and the Grand
Rapids Public Schools
worked for nine months
w riting a grant proposa l

Marlene Kowalski-Braun, left, and Pat McComb, from the Housing Office,
watch as Kay Akey, from ARAMARK, fashions balloon animals during the
university 's cfrcus-themed holiday pai-ty last week. More than 400 members of the Gmnd Valley community attended the celebration, where 76
people were honored for their year-s of service to GVSU.
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Faculty Staff Campaign Update
GVSU employees have until December 31
to make a contribution that counts toward
the 1997 Faculty Staff Campaign totals. At
least 183 more donors giving $38, 178 are
needed to exceed last year's to tals.
11/ 26/97
1,147

11/30/ 96
1,068

Percentage Giving

506
44%

47%

Amount Donated

$98,004

$100,661

Total Employees
Donors

502

All pledges made by GVSU fac ul ty and
staff members to the December on-the-a ir
pledge drive for WGVU/ WGVK Channe ls 35
and 52 also count towards the Fac ulty Staff
Ca mpaign.
Contributions can be made by payroll
deduction and are eligible for a State of
Michigan tax credit and a federal tax ded uctio n. Ca ll Dori Gates, at x6530, for mo re
information .

GVSU Continues Partnership
With Aberdeen Tech/Math

The GVSU Forum is
published by the Office of
Un iversity Communications
every Monday w hen classes are
in session and biweekly during
the summer. The submiss ion
deadl ine is Tuesday noon. Send
publ ication items to Kathleen
Adams, editor, c/o the FORUM
cc:Mail box. From off campus,
email forum@gvsu.ed u.
Telephone: 616-895-2221. Fax:
616-895-2250. Visit FORUM
ONLINE on the World Wide Web
at: www.gvsu. edu/
Faculty and staff members
ca n find an online "Sketches"
su bmissio n fo rm o n the Web
Site.

Once again, Grand Valley
fac ulty and staff membe rs are
volunteering their time at
Aberdeen Tech/ Math Academy
as part of Grand Rapids Public
Schools' Partnership in Education (PIE) program.
The school, made up of
students in grades K-6, is
located at 928 Aberdeen, NE . It
draws children with a particular
inte rest in math and technology.
Karen Maloley, GVSU's PIE
coordinato r, is looking for more
volunteers to become partners
in the program, which encourages the exchange of people
and ideas rather than donations
o r funds .
GVSU has been involved in
the PIE program for seven yea rs.
For more information about
becoming a partner, contact
Maloley at x2091.

On October 2 1, Neal Rogness, assistant professor of Mathematics
and Statistics, visited Aberdeen's fourth grade classes to give a presentation on the terms "mean, " "median " and "mode." Tbe students
used manipulatives to build a graph that represented the number of
letters in their names and the number of steps it took for each of
them to cross the mom . Tb ey discovered that the disWibution of
numbers was fairly symmetrical.

Legislature Approves GR Project Plans
The state legislature's Jo int Capital O utlay
Committee gave unanimous approval
Thursd ay to the schematic plans for the
DeVos Center project on the Grand Rapids
Campus.
At the sa me time, the committee also
authorized the university to proceed w ith
the design and development plans which, if
approved , would enable the university to

proceed w ith bidding and constructio n plans
in 1998.
"We're grateful for the way the Departme nt o f Management and Budget and the
Capital Outlay Committee have hand led o ur
plans and helped move this project forward, " said Matt McLogan , vice preside nt for
university re latio ns.
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Across Campus
New Air Travel Fees,
Regulations Set
Purchasing Services advises that
travele rs sho uld be aware of some
recent regulations imposed by the
airline indust1y. Q uestions and concerns
about business travel should be
directed to Jim Smith, corporate
accounts manager at Travel Consultants
Inc., 616/ 493-3073, or Ester Burns, at
x2282.
1. Airlines Commission Structure - In
order to o ffset the airlines' latest
restructuring of travel agency comm ission rates, effective December 1, Travel
Consultants Inc. (TCI) assesses a $12.50
transaction fee on a ll airline tickets
booked. With this new fee-based
ticketing, the forme r $15 service fee fo r
tickets $350 and less (those without a

commission-paid hotel booking) has
been discontinued. Booking travel
arrangements w ith TCI is encouraged as
other travel agencies may also assess
fees , but as the unive rsity's designated
travel agent, TCI, w ill continue to
provide GVSU with many value-added
services.
2. Re-issue Fee - Most airlines have
instituted an increase in the re-issue fee
o n penalty tickets from $50 to $75.
Example: a change in a no n-refundable,
non-changeable ticket (usually supersaver fares), will result in a $75 penalty.
3. Boarding Passes - Effective November 18, Northwest Airlines eliminated
advance-issued boarding passes. Only
airport-issued boarding passes w ill be
accepted. All travelers are required to
check in either at the ticket counter
when checking baggage or at the

departure gate to receive boarding
passes. Other airlines are expected to
follow the F.A.A.'s mandate that airlines
implement the new computer assisted
passenger security screening no later
than Janua1y 1, 1998. Current boarding
passes will be accepted on travel
through December 23 , 1997. Advance
seat assignments, including preferred
seat assignments for premium customers, w ill not be affected by this
change. TCI w ill continue to make seat
assignments 90 days in advance.
However, an advance seat assignment
does not guarantee a seat; check-in is
required to receive a boarding pass.
4. Carry-ons - Effective November 21 ,
Northwest airlines began limiting all
coach-class passengers to one piece of
carry-on baggage plus a briefcase ,
laptop computer or purse. Elite level
frequent flyers are exempt.

Faculty and Staff Sketches
Kate Remlinger, assistant professor of
English, co-authored an a1ticle, titled
"Interaction Across the Curriculum,"
which was recently published in the
Journal of Advanced Composition. The
paper was a collaboratio n w ith Elizabeth Flynn and William Bulle it, both
from Michigan Techno logical University.
Hugh Jack, assistant professor of
Engineering, and GVSU student Michael
Karlesky made a presentation to the
Michigan Space Grant Consortium
Conference, titled "Network Facilitated
Equipment Control. "
Bill Whit, associate professor of
Sociology, was the conference organizer
fo r the Michigan Sociological Association Conference he ld at the Eberhard
Center. Se1ving on panels and sessio ns
were: fac ulty members from the
Department of Anthropology and
Sociology Lynda Ryndbrandt, instructor;
Richard Joanisse, associate professor;
Curt Jones, professor, Herbert Bellrichard-Perkins, associate professor;
Jackie Johnson, professor; Dennis
Malaret, assistant professor; and Kate

Villaire, adjunct fac ulty. Others se1ving

o n panels and sessions included:
Jonathan White , assistant dean of Social
Science; Catherine Jones-Rikkers ,
assistant professor of Management; Mike
Woods, director of Affirmative Action;
and Faite R-P Mack, professor of
Education. Patti Giuffre, assistant
professor of Sociology, helped with
registratio n. Whit was elected M.S.A.
president for 1997-98.
Tim Sutherland, GVSU's Women's
Tennis Coach, was named GLIAC Coach
of the Year for his 16-1 overa ll record ,
10-1 in the league and second-place
finish in the conference. Sutherland has
coached the me n's and wome n's tennis
teams for 10 years.
Diane Worman, visiting assistant
professor of Education, presented a
workshop, titled "Creating a Successful
Enviro nme nt for Student Teachers," at
the Cooperating Teachers Conference
sponsored by the Inte r-Institutional
Teacher Education Council of West
Michigan.

Diana Pace , director of Counseling
and Career Services, and Kathleen
Blumreich, associate professor of
English, co-autho red a review of Sue
William Silverman's memoir, Because I
Remember Terror, Father, I Remember
You. The review essay appears in the
Journal of College Student Psychotherapy.
Kathleen Blumreich, associate
professor of English, presented a paper,
titled "Lost in Translation: Anjelica
Huston's Revision of Bastard Out Of
Carolina," at the Midwest Popular
Culture Association conference in
Traverse City.
Janet Shroyer, associate professor of
Mathematics and Statistics, prepared a
poster session, titled "Replicating
Combinations Research: The Experience
of Prese1vice Teacher Researchers," at the
Psychology of Mathematics Education
conference at Illinois State University.
Joseph O 'Connor, a visiting faculty
member/ compositio n fellow in the
English Department, and Maria Saryusz-

continued on page 4
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Faculty and Staff Sketches
continued from page 3
Szarska, an adjunct instructor of English, se1ved as guest

speakers at the second annual Polish Film Festival.
Bruce Klein, associate professor of Computer Science and
Information Systems, was on the organizing committee of
DesignFest, at the Object-Oriented Programming Systems,
Languages and Applications Conference, held in Atlanta.
Many faculty contributed to the Latin American Studies
Program's Third West Michigan Conference on the Americas
held at the Eberhard Center. Walter Foote, associate professor of English, served as conference coordinator, led the
film discussion session, and organized a poetry contest.
Russell Rhoads , assistant professor of Anthropology/ Socio logy, served as program chair. Toni Perrine, assistant professor
of Communications, designed the conference festival of
films and led a film discussion session. Laura Salazar,
professor of Communications, presented a paper and
sponsored a street theater session. Michelle DeRose, visiting
assistant of English, presented a paper and se1ved as a
panel discussant. Gabriela Pozzi, assistant professor of
Modern Languages and Literatures, presented a paper and
chaired a panel that featured papers by Dennis Malaret,
assistant professor of Anthropology/ Socio logy, and Keith
Watts, instructor of Modern Languages and Literatures.
Malaret also organized and participated in a roundtable
discussion w ith John Neuhaus, adjunct facu lty in Anthropology/ Sociology, and Eduardo Sanchez, program coordinator
of the Multicultural Center. Sanchez also chaired a p anel
discussion of students . Jeff Lamb, assistant professor of
Modern Languages and Literatures, presented a paper and
led the film discussion sessio n. CliffWelch, Latin American
Studies coordinator and associate professor of Histo1y,
se1ved as conference director.
Ruth Ylvisaker, professor of Social Work, presented a
paper at the National Conference of the Baccalaureate
Program Directors, titled "Flexner and the New Paradigm ."
Michael C. Michalski, director of the Kent, Ottawa and
Muskegon Foreign Trade Zone #189 and visiting instructor

of Management, was a presenter at the annual meeting of
the National Association of Fore ign Trade Zones (NAFTZ) in
Tampa. Michalski spoke on the subject of "Generating
Financial Resources for a Publicly Funded Zone Project. " He
is serving as a member of the NAFTZ Political and Economic Justification Task Force.
Assistant Professor of Geology John Weber, together w ith
co-authors Seth Stein, of Northwestern University, and Joe
Engeln , of the University of Missouri, had a paper published
by the American Geophysical Union. The paper, titled
"Estimation of Intraplate Strain Accumulation in the New
Madrid Seismic Zone from Repeat GPS Su1veys ," will ap pear
in the journal Tectonics.
Don Klein, professor of Accounting, was the chair of a
panel that discussed "Minting CPAs" at the Michigan
Accountancy Fou ndation Educator's Symposium, in Novi.

In the News
Bill Whit, associate professor of Sociology, was quoted in
The San Antonio Express News o n October 2, in an article
about the internatio nalization of food tastes.
Ben Rudolph , chair of the Marketing Department, was
quoted in a Holland Sentinel article on November 22 abo ut
the temporary closing of Bill Mar Foods.
'
Terry Fisk, director of Criminal Justice Training, was cited
in a Grand Rapids Press article on November 23 , titled
"Passion for Poison. " The a1ticle profiled those w ho use
poison as a murder weapon and the problems involved in
such investigations.
Phil Pratt, professor of Mathematics and Statistics, was
featured in a Grand Rapids Press article on November 29,
about the annual benefit concert for Heartside Chapel.
Bob Hagerty, dean of the School of Education, was
featured in the question and answer column in The Grand
Rapids Press on December 1. The column was titled
"School, Morals a Tricky Mix."

Calendar of Events

Coming Events

General Events

Sesame Street's Elmo Coming to Town

Mon., Dec. 1-Fri. , Dec. 12
Gallery Hours: BFA Exhibition: Andy Krino, paintings, and
Ma1y Lampson, ceramics . Calder Galle1y, CFAC.

WGVU-TV 35 and WGVK-TV 52 are gearing up for a
breakfast visit from Sesame Street's furry red character,
Elmo. The visit is part of the television statio n's 25th
anniversary celebratio n.

Sports
Sat. , Dec. 13

1 p .m.: Women's Basketball at Olivet Nazarene University.
Kankakee, IL.
8 p .m. : Men's Basketball . Wayne State University at GVSU.
Sun. , Dec. 14

1 p.m. (CST): Women's Basketball at University of Wisconsin
Parkside. Kenosha, WI .

Fans can meet Elmo on Saturday, December 13, from 8:30
to 11:30 a.m. at the Meijer Public Broadcast Center, 301 West
Fulton, in downtown Grand Rapids. Cameras and video
recorders are welcome. For frnther information call x6526.

